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Welcome to our Annual Festival of Nine Lessons with Carols; a form of
worship which we first held together in 1994. It follows the plan laid
down by Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College Cambridge, over 100
years ago for Christmas Eve 1918. The music was directed by Arthur
Henry Mann, whose harmonization of the opening hymn ‘Once In Royal
David’s City’ we continue to sing. Almost immediately the structure of the
service spread across the country as many churches adapted the service
for their own use.
This year we continue to adapt as we rise to the challenges of meeting and
singing together throughout another Advent and Christmas Season. We
are delighted that following last year’s requirement to produce the service
virtually, with most of us singing in our own homes, we are now able to
continue our tradition of reading scripture and singing music together.
Although it would be lovely to have a large congregation joining with us
as in previous years we hope that you still enjoy listening at home and
look forward to future years when we will appreciate being together
again.
The service provides a time for both choir and congregation to reflect on
the ‘development of the loving purposes of God...’ seen ‘...through the windows
and words of the Bible’. The carols and anthems are subservient to the
words of scripture providing an opportunity for a response to the texts
through traditional and contemporary music. The Bidding Prayer
encourages us to reflect with gratitude to God for ‘all those who rejoice with
us but on another shore and in a greater light’. The centre of the service is
still found by those who ‘go in heart and mind’ and who consent to follow
where the story leads.
The permission of Father Tony Fitzsimons to hold the service in this
beautiful building dedicated to Saint Colmcille is very much appreciated
by the members of the choir.
The choir were unable to meet together since March 2020 but the bonds
of friendship and love of singing together brought us back together again
in October. After only a few weeks or singing together again we are
thrilled at the prospect of being able to sing many of the carols and hymns
we have loved for so many past Christmases.
We hope that you all find comfort, hope and inspiration throughout the
service and we look forward to seeing you all again in the near future.
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RESONET IN LAUDIBUS
Resonet in laudibus
cum jucundis plausibus
Sion cum fidelibus:
apparuit quem genuit Maria.
Sunt impleta quae predixit Gabriel.
Eya, eya, Virgo Deum genuit
quod divina voluit clementia.
Hodie apparuit in Israel:
Ex Maria Virgine est natus Rex.

Let praises resound
with joyous acclaim:
To Sion’s faithful
the child born of Mary has appeared.
What Gabriel foretold has been fulfilled.
Eia, A Virgin bore God,
As the divine mercy willed.
Today He has appeared in Israel:
From the Virgin Mary is born a King.

This carol appeared around 1360 and was widely popular in Europe,
particularly Germany, in the 16th and 17th centuries.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
INTROIT

CAROL OF THE BELLS
Words, PETER J. WILHOUSKY
Music, MYKOLA LEONTOVYCH
CARL FISCHER

OPENING HYMN
The solo is sung by George Craig

Solo

ONCE in Royal David’s City
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

Choir

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Choir

And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as he.
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All

For he is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

All

And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

All

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
Words, C. F. ALEXANDER
Melody, H. J. GAUNTLETT
Harm., H. J. GAUNTLETT and A. H. MANN
Descant v6, DAVID WILLCOCKS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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BIDDING PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER & INVITATORY
¶ Then the Bidding Prayer is led by the Director of the choir,
after which all together pray:

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
In earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
The power and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATORY:

A SOLIS ORTUS CARDINE

Words, SARUM RITE
Words Trans., J. M. NEALE (ALTD.)
Music, IRISH TRADITIONAL
Music Arr., EDWARD CRAIG
CLEFT MUSIC
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FIRST LESSON & CAROL
READER:

Nadine Shaw-Clarke (Soprano)

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise
and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.
GENESIS 3 : 8-15
AND they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who
told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree,
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the
man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the
woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said,
The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the Lord God said
unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL:

THIS IS THE TRUTH SENT FROM ABOVE

HEREFORDSHIRE CAROL
ENGLISH TRADITIONAL
Music Arr., R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Page 7

SECOND LESSON
READER:

Aaron Turner (Tenor)

God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
GENESIS 22 : 15-18
AND the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven
the second time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the
LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan's power
When we were gone astray:

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy.
O tidings of comfort and joy.
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born:
The Son of God by name:

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy.
O tidings of comfort and joy.
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface:

O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy.
O tidings of comfort and joy.
ENGLISH TRADITIONAL
Music Arr., DAVID WILLCOCKS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Page 9

THIRD LESSON & CAROL
READER:

Alexandra Bell (Alto)
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
ISAIAH 9 : 2, 6 & 7

THE people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the
light shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will perform this.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL:

RESONET IN LAUDIBUS
Words, ANONYMOUS, 13TH-CENTURY
Music, JACOB HANDL
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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HYMN

See amid the winter’s snow,
Born for us on earth below;
See the tender lamb appears
Promis’d from eternal years:

Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Lo, within a manger lies
He who built the starry skies
He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim:
Sacred infant, all divine,
What a tender love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss
Down to such a world as this:
Teach, o teach us, Holy Child,
By thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble thee,
In thy sweet humility:
Words, EDWARD CASWELL
Music Arr., DAVID WILLCOCKS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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FOURTH LESSON & CAROL
READER:

Ian Montgomery (Bass)
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
ISAIAH 11 : 1 - 4, 6 - 9

AND there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the
Lord. With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young
ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL:

A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER
Words, ST GERMANUS I
Words Trans., J. M. NEALE
Music, MICHAEL PRAETORIUS
Music Arr., JAMES WHITBOURN
CHESTER MUSIC
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FIFTH LESSON
READER:

Brian Keenan (Bass)

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
St Luke 1 : 26 - 35, 38
AND in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled
at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this
should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou
hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How
shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN

All

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Choir

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given:
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him,
Still the dear Christ enters in.

All

O Holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angel
The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.
Words, P. BROOKS
ENGLISH TRADITIONAL
Music Arr., R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
Verse 3 Arr., PHILIP LEDGER
Descant, T. ARMSTRONG
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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SIXTH LESSON & CAROL
READER:

Aurora Cacharro (Soprano)
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
St Luke 2 : 1, 3 - 7

AND it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all
went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL:

JESUS CHRIST THE APPLE TREE
Words Attrib. REV RICHARD HUTCHINS
Music, ELIZABETH POSTON
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
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SEVENTH LESSON
READER:

Edward Craig (Director of Music)
The shepherds go to the manger.
St Luke 2 : 8 - 16

AND there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be
a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.
“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind,
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.”
“To you in David’s town this day
Is born of David’s line a Saviour,
Who is Christ the Lord:
And this shall be the sign;
“The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed.
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.”
Thus spake the seraph;
And forthwith appeared
A shining throng of angels praising God,
Who thus addressed their joyful song;
“All glory be to God on high,
And to the earth be peace;
Good-will henceforth from heaven to men
Begin and never cease.”
Words, N. TATE
Music, WINCHESTER OLD, ESTE’S PSALTER, 1592
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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EIGHTH LESSON & CAROL
READER:

Stephen Glover (Tenor)
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
St Matthew 2 : 1 - 12

NOW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When
Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of
Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise
men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And
he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for
the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word
again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had
heard the king, they departed; and lo, the star, which they saw in
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the
young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And
being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed into their own country another way.
Thanks be to God.
CAROL:

MY LORD HAS COME

Words and Music, WILL TODD
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

¶ Please stand for the reading of the Ninth Lesson
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NINTH LESSON
READER:

Lucy McClelland (Soprano)

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
St John 1 : 1 - 14
IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light,
that all men through him might believe. He was not that light, but
was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light,
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in
the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew
him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: who were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN

O COME, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem:
Come and behold him,
Born the King of angels:

Choir
All

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
God of God
Light of Light,
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb
Very God,
Begotten, not created:

Choir
All

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above,
“Glory to God
In the Highest.”

All

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to Thee be glory given,
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:

All

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Words, 18TH-CENTURY LATIN, ADESTE FIDELES
Trans., F. OAKELEY
Melody, J F. WADE
Music Arr., DAVID WILLCOCKS
Descant v4, DAVID HILL
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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PRAYERS

COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
Let us pray:
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of
the birth of thy only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end.

All:

Amen.

BLESSING
May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things
earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace
and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you always.

All:

Amen.
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HYMN

Hark! the herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!'
Joyful, all ye nations rise!
Join the triumph of the skies!
With the angelic host proclaim:
'Christ is born in Bethlehem!'

Hark! the herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!'
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell:
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Words, C. WESLEY AND G. WHITEFIELD
Music, J. L. F. MENDELSSOHN-BARTHOLDY
Descant, DAVID WILLCOCKS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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ON behalf of the choir I would like to thank you all for keeping an
interest in the choir during the long 18 months of relative silence, or at
least when it was possible to ’press mute’ on us.
When the first period of lockdown started we were only days away from
celebrating the 75th anniversary of Grosvenor Grammar School in the
Ulster Hall with our friends in the Renaissance Singers, and of course
current and other past members of the school. While many of our
members are drawn from across the Province, this school was the
birthplace of our choir and the first rehearsal and concert venue almost
thirty years ago.
Our 2020-21 season was spent connecting online with each other and we
managed to produce a carol service that required members to record
their own part at home and then allow us to mix it all together. With a
little relaxation of restrictions we were able to have small ensembles
recording outside but soon the ability to meet together was not possible
again and we began 2021 in silence. However, we had a wedding to plan
for so it wasn’t too long before we were rehearsing and recording again
with a performance of “A Deer’s Cry” put together for the marriage of
Sarah Taylor to Philip Rogan. We were also able to release this to the
wide public for Saint Patrick’s Day and then in the latter part of the year
we continued with a few online connections learning a piece of music in
partnership with the Video Game Orchestra, “The Light We Cast”.
Since October, however, we have been delighted to be able to be back
together again and singing in harmony. We tentatively began to meet
for short ‘sing-a-long’ type rehearsals before getting down to business in
November. We are most grateful to Castlereagh Presbyterian Church
and St Colmcille’s Parish Church for their support and being able to safely accommodate us.
We are particularly grateful to Father Tony Fitzsimons, organist Colin
McShane and others associated with St Colmcille’s for their permission
to hold our service here this evening and, as ever, thanks is due to
Stephen Hamill who is back where he belongs on the organ bench
accompanying us.
We hope that 2022 will be a refreshing year for us all as we hope to be
able to welcome you along to more live concerts and times when we can
just be together, making and enjoying great music.
May you have a peaceful Christmas, and a happy New Year.
Edward J. Craig
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This year we would appreciate your
contributions to support the work of
“The Larder”.
The Larder is an independent emergency
Food Bank in Belfast, assisting
approximately 150 people every month by
providing Food Parcels to those who are
in financial distress.
The Larder can be accessed by any agency working within East
Belfast who has direct contact with individuals in need. Referrals
are made by churches, local agencies and social services. Some of
the main referrers are East Belfast Mission, East Belfast
Independent Advice Centre, Advice Space, CAP, Social Workers
and Health Visitors.
Further information can be found on their facebook page,
by emailing thelarder2018@gmail.com or by
telephoning 07752 271 547
With the increased hardship being
endured by many over the past couple of
years we encourage you, particularly if
you have enjoyed this evening’s service,
to show your appreciation by making a
donation to this worthwhile charity.
You can do so by following the QR code
or by visiting the justgiving page for
this event:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/grosvenorchorale2021
“There is Always Enough if we Share”
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